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Hello everyone, 
 
 There is no doubt that the crisp, colourful and bracing 
days of Autumn in Tasmania awaken the poet in many aspiring 
writers.  Our beautiful State challenges us to seek descriptive 
adjectives which will do justice to the glorious sights we see 
around us.  I sincerely hope you all have more success at this 
than I have.  The past few months have seen in me a blank 
mind and a blank computer screen.  We all have dry spells, I 
know, but, hopefully these will pass and the muse will return in 
full force. 
 
 I encourage you all to hone your skills by entering as 
many competitions as possible.  Seek out magazines, 
newspapers, periodicals, any medium which prints the written 
word, and offer them your work.  At our Launceston workshop 
last month, member and author Margaret Muir suggested this 
homework – ‘Write a Letter to the Editor of your daily 
newspaper’ .  One sure way to see your name in print!  What a 
wonderful idea. 
 
       We offer our 
      warm  congratulations
      to Mary Hawkins. Her 
      17th novel has been 
      published - yet it©s her 
      first one to be  
      launched! 
     
     Me with Launceston's Mayoress  
     Lyndle van Zetten and Mary. 

 
     Keep writing and enjoying it, 
        Maureen 
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (LZW) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Hello everyone, 
 The season's changed and perhaps with it the urge to write gets stronger, 
especially when there's a good excuse to stay indoors by the fire. This edition of Stylus 
once again offers you a multitude of opportunities to enter competitions or follow up on 
the various writing outlets collated for you by Jane.  
 
 We have had quite a busy time since we last met, what with workshops 
and fairs and meetings and magazines to occupy us. It has all been very interesting and 
as ever, stimulating. Thank you to all our facilitators and participants, without you it'd 
be a dull show... 
 
 Jane took us through How to Stimulate the Imagination, at our March 
workshop. You need an open mind - and a relaxed mind is an open mind - so settle 
down and let the creativity flow. Even when you're browsing those coffee table 
magazines at the dentist's can be stimulating. Have a look at the obscure elements of 
them. Even the advertising can draw ideas forth. There's triggers for the imagination 
everywhere you look.  
 
 And then in April Margaret took us through From Inspiration to 
Publication. Confronted with difficult life circumstances ten years ago, Margaret had 
three wishes, one of which was to write a novel. This she achieved and more. So three 
novels later and one new mss at the publishers, she's certainly come a long way along 
her chosen path. Publication can begin quite simply, by writing letters to the editor or 
submitting articles of interest to specific magazines. Livestock, agriculture, horticulture, 
home-making, travel - they're all bona fide outlets if you have an interest in the 
particular theme. This gets your 'name out there' and familiar to a reading audience.  
  
 As I sit here the very things I've been talking about has just stimulated 
my imagination - and given us another writing opportunity. I've had half-an-ear on the 
Sunday morning radio and what's this I hear,? A competition with a $1000.00 prize? 
Tell me more. The Garden History Society of Australia is calling for 1500 word articles 
on anything related to gardening, with a slant on aspects of history if possible... So there 
you are, a combination of stimulation-of-the-imagination, as Jane encourages, and an 
outlet (with a possible prize as a reward) for writers, as Margaret suggests. I'll see if I 
can find out more and include details in our comps and opps... 
 
 We hear on the grapevine about the latest mss our members have 
submitted to their publishers. We'll keep you informed of their releases as the dates 
come to hand. Meanwhile, don't give up on yours... 
 
 Our theme '...unfortunately...' has stimulated some interest and I hope you 
enjoy the varied interpretations published in this issue of Stylus. Don't think about it, act 
now and respond to our latest challenge - ...hour glass... I'm sure there's some intrigue to 
be found in this topic.   
  

 
                                                                          ...all the best in writing... R  

    

Committee 

Magazines 
Editors 

From the desk... 
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A rare opportunity came about with an invitation to join Merlene at the Gorge Cottage a few days prior to the workshop, entry being a piece of writing about the 
Gorge and surrounds.  The chance to visit such a whimsical delight was too good to be missed and those who were there were delighted with the ambience created 
by the small building and the transient drift of life along the paths and waterway. L TO R: 1) Merlene Fawdrey 2) Loretta McCarthy, Jacqueline Lonsdale Cuerton 
& Colleen 3) Jacqueline Lonsdale Cuerton, Ros Sydes, Joan Webb 4) Cataract Gorge Cottage 

 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome is extended to new members  
Coralee Freeman  & Patience Stewart. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Mary Hawkins - novel Return to Baragula launched at Franklin House Heritage Fair, March 30, 2008 
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WORKSHOP FEEDBACK: URBAN WRITING - WRITE ABOUT THE PLACE 
 The grey, wet morning at first appeared ominous as writers gathered in the Ida Burchill Room at the Pilgrim 
Centre in Launceston. The room was cosy and more than adequate to meet the needs of those participants keen to hone 
new writing skills. There was to be no slacking as Merlene put us through our paces, which began with the quote: It©s 
not what you look at it©s what you see (Thoreau). And as we progressed through the exercises, we began to realise our 
viewing concepts were changing right before us. We could now observe aspects of the passing parade through 
microscopic lens, searching for the obscure and weaving our stories more finely as the scenes unravelled more 
intensely. 
 Our senses duly stimulated, the writers were then let loose into the public domain. Any passing stranger or stark 
building, or even a piece of chewing gum on the footpath could become writing fodder, grist to this mill... Good thing 
the rain had cleared... 
 Even observing through the arched windows was enough to gather chaff to grind. That person with the tote bag 
stopping to check the phone. The girls giggling as they alighted from the parked car, bouncing and bubbly as they 
tripped away to the CBD. Funny about those tote bags. There were a lot about. Ah, there's a library-book sale next door 
and they're handing them out... That explains it! Then there was the little boy leaning against the carpark wall. Is he 
holding up that great weight to prevent his life crashing down on him? Is he holding it off, life, I mean? Or is he simply 
just waiting for his mum to lock the car? She gathers his hand in hers and walks off. Oh, well, there were possibilities... 
 
  SWWT was very pleased to be able to sponsor the workshop, Urban Writing - Write about the Place, facilitated 
by Merlene Fawdrey on March 29.  

 

 
FEEDBACK: THE FRANKLIN HOUSE HERITAGE FAIR: 

BOOK LAUNCH 
 
When you've just had your seventeenth book published, and your previous novels still circulate on the international 
market, it's hard to imagine you've never had a book launch. But so it has been for Mary Hawkins - until now... 
 

 
 
 
Mary had a quizzical look in her 
eye when the idea was first put 
forward at one of our meetings. 
What am I letting myself in for, 
she appeared to be asking as the 
idea began to form. I haven't done 
this before, she protested...  
 
So it was with great pleasure 
SWWT was able to encourage 
and assist Mary with the launch 
of her latest book, Return to 
Baragula, at the Franklin House 
Heritage Fair on March 30.  
 
 
 
 

              Author Mary Hawkins             Mayoress Lyndle van Zetten 
 
Launceston's Mayoress Lyndle van Zetten, happily agreed to launch Mary's book. She spoke glowing terms of the 
work, saying once she began to read it she found it hard to put down.  
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RETURN TO BARAGULA 
Mary Hawkins 

 
 The repercussions of that fateful night resonate long after the party is over. 
Queensland's moonlight and the gentle rush of surf edging its way to shore has worked 
its magic for young Emily Parker and Matthew Davidson.  
 Afterwards, however, for Emily the days drift relentlessly into years and now she 
finds herself coming home, to outback Baragula, a place she thought she'd left behind 
forever.  
 The return for Emily brings a double dilemma, with confrontations and far-
reaching consequences she knows will eventuate because of the secret she is now 
compelled to reveal.  
 But there is an even darker element lurking in the shadows, giving an underlying 
edginess to the story. What had really happened to her aunt? Are her injuries the result of 
an unfortunate accident, or something more sinister? And who can explain the malicious 
activity that has risen in Baragula, bringing distressing consequences?  Then there's the 
danger posed by that rushing flood water. Will someone die? And just who is in the 
tailing car? All these questions are the interweaving threads the author uses to create the 
fabric of an intriguing story.  
 Although Mary Hawkins writes in the Romance Writing genre, this format is 

further qualified, to the sub-genre of Inspirational (Christian) Romance.  
 

There is already a sequel in the pipeline Outback from Baragula. 
 

For purchase details view: http://www.mary-hawkins.com/books 
 

 
 

TASMANIAN LIVING WRITERS' WEEK 2008: this biennial celebration of writers and words will 
be on again this year, 15 - 24 August. There will be a number of opportunities for writers throughout the state to 
showcase their work. Events are in train for Burnie, Launceston and Hobart.  
 In Burnie, Marilyn Quirk is not only going to showcase her own work but is also keen to have other 
representations during this week. If you would like to join her please contact her at: tandm.quirk@bigpond.com 
 In conjunction with School for Seniors, Jacqueline Lonsdale Cuerton plans to have a book event in Launceston. 
Do you have something to offer as a participant? At the same time, Loretta McCarthy is planning a lively event at a 
winery, with food, drink, music - and books. Don't miss it. For Jacqueline and Loretta email either 
lonsdalecuerton@bigpond.com or lorettamcc@gmail.com  
 

 
THE H[elp] FILES 

For … Science Fiction 
 
 Behind and within every great sci-fi story is a glimmer of truth. An author has heard something, seen a 
photograph, read an article, and thought to him or herself What if ...? The following resources can help a sci-fi writer to 
discover then develop ideas. The truth is out there. 
 
 ‘Rumor Has It’  is an Urban Legends Reference page. Categories include Crime, Luck, Religion and Critter 
Country.  
 Visit http://www.snopes.com/- start with ‘Hottest Urban Legends’  or ‘Weird News’ . 
 
 The Australian High Tech Crime Centre is a great port of call for those of us exploring future tech storylines. 
There is information about campaigns against mule recruitment and phishing, FAQs, and a media centre for the latest 
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news. 
 Visit http://www.ahtcc.gov.au and click on the glossary to discover what botnets and malware are. 
 
The State Library has the following books available: 
Space Travel by Ben Bova (808.38762 BOV) and Time Travel by P.J. Nahin (808.38762 NAH) are excellent resources 
for getting the ‘ facts’  straight. The first book shows ‘how inhospitable space really is’ , while the second ‘explains 
science to help make your fiction plausible’ .  
 
The Science of Science-Fiction Writing by James Gunn (808.38762 GUN) is both a ‘how to write’  and resource text. 
The book has three parts: Writing Fiction, Writing Science Fiction, and The Writers of Science Fiction. All sections 
offer sound advice and information. 
 
In The Future of Eternity: Mythologies of Science Fiction and Fantasy by Casey Fredericks (809.3876 FRE) the author 
‘ illustrate(s) the imaginative uses of mythology made by ... popular writers’ . It’ s a comprehensive study well worth 
some time and effort. 
 
Finding Serenity: anti-heroes, lost shepherds and space hookers in Joss Whedon’s Firefly edited by Jan Espenson 
(791.4572 FIR) focuses on a space-western television series created with imaginative application of What if ...?  
 

Next in The H[elp] Files … Poetry 
 
 

RESPONSE TO A THEME - ...UNFORTUNATELY... 
 

AUNTIE DAISY 
      It was great fun visiting Auntie Daisy on her farm.  She was Dad’s auntie, and very old, too old to do much work 
herself, so everything was very untidy.  The grass was long and the fences were falling over.   
     Dad said the place was a mess, but my brother and I loved it.  There were old broken down cars and tractors lying 
around to play on, and junk everywhere.  We never knew what we might find. 
     So when Dad said he was going up there to get a rabbit or two, we wanted to go too.  Off we went, crammed into 
the old black Hillman.  Aunt Daisy’s farm had once been one of the best farms in the district, but the sign which said 
‘Fortunate Valley’  was full of bullet holes and someone had changed it to ‘Unfortunately’ . 
     There didn’ t seem to be anyone about.  We knocked loudly on the door and Dad called out, but there was no 
answer. 
     ‘She must be out,’  said Dad.  ‘We’ ll go down the back and see if we can get a rabbit.’  
     So Dad got out his old rifle and we crept down over the hill.  But the rabbits were safe today.  I sneezed and scared 
them all, just as Dad was about to take aim.  I got into trouble but I didn’ t care.  I’d been reading Beatrix Potter books 
lately and I loved rabbits.  Besides I didn’ t like rabbit stew anyway! 
     So the hunting expedition was a failure and Dad grumbled as we came back up the hill. 
     ‘Didn’ t even have a single shot, thanks to you!’  he said glaring at me. 
      There was still no sign of Auntie Daisy, so Dad looked around for something to take a shot at.  Then he noticed the 
back of the outdoor toilet.  The little door down at the bottom was open and you could see the dunny can. 
     ‘ I’ ll see if I can hit that.’  he said. 
     We stared open-mouthed.  He wouldn’ t dare!  But he raised the rifle and aimed carefully. 
     There was a loud bang, followed by crashing noises and a scream.  The door of the toilet burst open and out came 
Auntie Daisy hitching up her large pants. 
     ‘What was that?’  she yelled.  ‘That explosion!’  
     Quick as a flash Dad threw the rifle over in some long grass.  
      ‘Don’ t you kids say a word.  Do you hear me?’  he threatened. 
     We shook our heads.  
     ‘ I think a branch came down over there.’  he said, waving vaguely at some trees. 
     Well Auntie Daisy calmed down, and we all went inside for a cup of tea and some of her cake.  She was a good 
cook, that was for sure.  As we munched we were too scared to say anything in case we gave Dad away. 
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     ‘What’ s the matter with you kids today?’  she asked.  ‘You’ re not usually so quiet!’  
     We mumbled something and reached for another slice of cake. 
     When it was time to go, Auntie Daisy came out to the car to see us off, so Dad couldn’ t get his rifle.  He worried 
and worried about it that night. 
     ‘What if she finds it?’  he said.  ‘She might put two and two together and then I’ ll be in trouble.’  
     ‘ It would serve you right!’  said Mum. 
    But she didn’ t find it. Dad went back to the farm the next day and rescued it while Auntie Daisy was at her CWA 
meeting. 
     But he put his rifle away for a bit after that and I don’ t think he went rabbiting again for quite a while. 

Yvonne saw 
 

UNFORTUNATELY 
  
 Tears coursed down her face, picking up the grey painted boards of the ceiling, and salting the faded bow shaped 
lipstick on her lips. Head down, so no one could observe her misery, she studied first the drink stains on the carpet then 
the small blue fly hovering over the crumbs on the table. 
 The overhead fan did little to tone down the early autumn heat, instead, stirring the violets on her cloche hat. She 
moved her legs gracefully under her dove-grey skirt. Grey, she thought miserably, everything is grey; why would the 
cafeteria have been painted grey? There was not enough clatter, spontaneity and cheerful chatter to balance the stormy 
grey! 
 How well she remembered the morning she excitedly slipped onto this very chair. For six months she'd been 
meeting Robbie after he'd come back from the war and re-established himself in the Launceston business world. Every 
lunch hour she slipped across the road from the newsagency where she worked, and skipped up the stairs to the 
cafeteria, anticipating the happy throng of lunch goers and the friendly waiters and waitresses in their formal black and 
white. 
 She used to worry about the number of dainty sandwiches, scones with home made jam and clotted cream, the 
cakes she ate, as she hung on Robbie's every word. The carpet had been bright blue then, the walls subdued  in the light 
of the candlelabra and he'd admired the way it bounced off her shiny dark bob and luminous eyes. 
 How she loved him, expecting any day he'd bring out a tiny velvet box from inside his waistcoat or suggest a 
walk around to the jeweller's. Each day she'd run back to work knowing tomorrow would be the day. 
 The boards above now seemed to box her in, the people, balancing their trays of food, lacked refinement. None 
wore hats or gloves and they appeared to speak a language unfamiliar in its vulgarity.  Clashing plates and scraping 
chairs were all foreign, but still she came each day and sat in the same place among the plastic seats and the 
overwhelming, stomach-turning odour of oil coming from the numerous orders of fish and chips. 
        Oh Robbie, where are you? I wait... how long? What was that unfortunate thud I felt that day as I crossed to see 
you?   

Loretta McCarthy 
 

 
INTO FAMILY LORE 

 
 The best laid plans are often the least planned. Isn't that an oxymoron? Impromptu activites that bring potentially 
dire consequences. So it was that fateful day when we set off on a casual jaunt, to nowhere in particular. However, 
finding ourselves in the high country, skirting the expansive lake, on impulse the decision was made to go the long way 
round. Great. Fuel tank's low. No worries, lake-side chalets'll be open. There's a store and bowsers. Let's go...  
 The weather was drawing in and the clay-iced snow-verge told its own story. Veering along the slippery gravel 
that posed as a road, with the heavy clouds swallowing the craggy peaks, both held their own menace. Dirty weather. 
Sleet. Cold. Low fuel. High country. Nothing ahead. Dark peaks and icicles dripping in long nasal streams off 
unoccupied shack roofs. The store'd proved useless. Closed. No fuel. Press on.  Dusk. What if we should run out of 
juice? Not a problem. Huddle together - and share the food - Polish sausage and one can of coke! Great stuff (do I 
mean the adventure or the food?).  
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 The tank was gasping by the time we finally hit 
Deloraine. A little insult to injury when we realised the 
only station open was at the top of the hill, on the 
extreme edge of the town... Chugged up... Made it...  

Rose Frankcombe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HE IS A VAMPIRE PRINCE … UNFORTUNATELY  
 

 Prince Vladdy tried to glide majestically through the ranks of his fellow soldiers but it was not easy to ignore the 
sarcastic comments and the ruthless looks. Initially, it had been difficult for Vladdy to filter the unusual from the 
normal, expected vampiric behaviour but the first time he heard ‘stake magnet’  cut him deeply, and it cut even deeper 
into the lowly ranked comrade who had uttered it. 
 Vladdy sighed as he floated towards the barracks. Undead and derided if you do, undead and unappreciated if 
you don’ t, he thought. 

BACK TO BASICS 
 
Unfortunately my mind is blank, 
I tap on keys but cannot write 
for I can't detect a rhythm 
and the words don't come out right. 
 
I blame it on technology, 
a computer now I've got, 
and ever since I've had it, 
the flow of words has stopped! 
 
My next book sits in limbo, 
I'm stuck in World War II, 
I've just been bombed and buried, 
dug out by a Home Guard crew! 
 
I don't want to let the editor down, 
so I've taken to pen and ink. 
My progress is slow and laborious, 
but at least I am able to think! 
 
Send it off handwritten? 
She'd not understand my scrawl, 
I©ll have to transcribe on a keyboard, 
and produce on a screen after all! 
 
Eileen Webster 
 

 

TOO BAD… 
 
She’d worked so hard, changing a word or a line  
or scrapping the lot and starting again.   
Most of her friends said she was doing just fine;  
all she had was rejection slips so she bought a new pen. 
 
‘Not to worry’ , she said, ‘one day you’ ll see;  
I’ ll just keep on writing, learning this and that – 
those publishers will be knocking down doors to see me;  
now I’m off to buy a new hat. 
 
Every day she wrote a bit more,  
her hair was becoming slightly unkempt;  
it was getting harder to squeeze through the door;   
her friends worried that nothing could tempt  
her away from her desk as she furiously wrote  
like a demon possessed, no time to lose.  
‘This must be the one,’  her friends did quote,  
‘and then we’ ll take her on a cruise.’  
 
Hat boxes piled up, pens filled containers,  
rejection slips littered the floor; her bin was filled with 
take-away boxes –  
‘Oh, what she eats wouldn’ t sustain us,’   
they cried as they shooed away red-coloured foxes. 
 
The manuscript was sent, at last,  
then the never-ending wait for news.  
Unfor tunately,  in the interim she breathed her last:  
she’d worn herself out, did this poor muse. 
 
So she didn’ t see her name in lights,  
though one copy caught alight with her –  
she didn’ t know about her name on tights  
or that at last she’d become a connoisseur. 
 
J Lonsdale Cuerton 
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 A taller, older,  grumpier-looking version of Vladdy floated into the misty gloom from the barrack’s open 
doorway.  
 ‘Father,’  said Vladdy, ‘good flight?’  
 ‘No, Vladimir,’  said the prince’s father. ‘Unfortunately, a strong head-wind added another three hours to my 
journey in the sky. It rained, and Igor,’  Vladdy’s father looked at his servant, a mix between a person and … a few 
other people, ‘was mercifully struck by lightning.’  
 ‘Mercifully because you weren’ t struck by lightning, Father?’  asked Vladdy. 
 ‘Not exactly, Vladimir, Igor had stopped breathing because he swallowed a bird. The lightning caused Igor to 
expel the bird.’  
 ‘Good news, Father,’  enthused Vladdy as he looked at the wheezing, glassy-eyed Igor. 
 ‘Unfortunately, Vladimir, Igor was behind me when the “good news”  occurred and the bird was,’  Vladdy’s 
father turned and Vladdy could see a large crow-like something stuck between his father’s shoulder-blades, like a 
feather duster stuck between his father’s shoulder-blades, ‘expelled rather quickly.’  
 A sudden chorus of laughter could be heard coming from inside the barracks. 
 ‘Does it smart, Father?’  asked Vladdy. 
 ‘Yes, Vladimir, it does. Unfortunately, Igor is not yet up to the task of removing it. He’s still traumatised.’  
 ‘Like many of my fellow comrades, apparently,’  said Vladdy, looking downcast. 
 ‘Yes, Vladimir, but I believe you did not have to endure hearing ‘Are we there, yet?’  over four hundred times. 
My nerves were severely tested, Vladimir.’   
 ‘ I did try to lead and inspire, Father,’  said Vladdy, ‘but there are so many angry mobs.’  
 ‘Yes, there still are, but what possessed you to try … diplomacy?’  
 ‘ I thought —’  
 ‘There’s your problem, Sir,’  interrupted Igor. The man-of-parts servant had sufficiently recovered to analyse his 
master’s situation. ‘A flamin’  bird stuck between your shoulder-blades.’  
 ‘Yes, Igor, any idiot could see that,’  replied Vladdy’s father. 
 ‘Should the idiot let the flames consume you, Sir, or should I attempt to quell their spread?’  enquired Igor. 
 Another chorus of laughter erupted from within the barracks. 
 The Dark Dad rolled his evil eyes. ‘Put them out, you stupid bits and pieces!’  
 Vladdy could hear discreet pat pat sounds of an unenthusiastic hand flapping at a mild case of spontaneous 
combustion, and the less discreet sounds of ‘Master, is that a flame? Master,  is that a spark? Master, should I let that 
burn? Ooh, was that your cape, Master?’  
 Vladdy’s father took a deep, dramatic breath, counting backwards from ten. ‘ Igor, would you, please, put your 
master out before he becomes naked.’  
 ‘Very well, Sir.’  Igor patted at his master’s clothing and hair several more times. ‘ I believe we are there, Sir.’  
 ‘Good. Come, Vladimir, we have a long flight ahead of us.’  
 ‘The Dark Hordes are … displeased?’  asked Vladdy as he floated next to his father. 
 ‘Yes, Vladimir.’  
 ‘Could I re-enlist next century, Father?’   
 ‘We’ ll see, Vladimir. Perhaps when the fires are out, the walls rebuilt, the coffins remade and the Igors 
reanimated, perhaps then.’  
  

Jane Schell Waite 
 

COMPETITIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
All care has been taken sourcing the following information but, please, always check the details for yourself. 

2008 
May 24 ADAM LINDSAY GORDON POETRY COMPETITION - Submit poetry which relates to the  
  life of this famous Australian poet, either in the Open or Student (12-16 years) sections. Entry is  
  free. Go to http://www.adamlindsaygordon.org/poetrycomp.htm for guidelines, then post to   
  Adam Lindsay Gordon Poetry Competition, PO Box 158, Flinders Lane, VIC, 8009. 
May 30 PRESSPRESS CHAPBOOK AWARD - Submit an unpublished chapbook length manuscript of  
  poems for $300 prize money and publication. Visit http://www.presspress.com.au/ or email   
  info@presspress.com.au for details. 
May 31 WAR POETRY COMPETITION 
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 Submit 1-3 unpublished poems on the theme of war. Combined length should be no longer than 500 
 lines. Prize money is $5000 and entry is $15. Go to 
 www.winningwriters.com/contest/war/wa_guidelines.php  

June 2 DOROTHEA MACKELLAR POETRY AWARDS -This is a ‘poetry writing competition for all  
 school children in Australia’  written to the theme of forests, feathers, fins and fur. There are   
 different categories and you can enter online. Email dorotheamackeller@bigpond.com or go to   
 http://www.dorothea.com.au/for information. 
Jun 8   Want to combine your bush poetry performance skills with a holiday? The Country and Horse  
  Festival, incorporating the BEAUDESERT BUSH POETRY COMPETITION and Bush   
 Poet’s Brekky, will be held at the Beaudesert Showgrounds. Free camping is available. Contact   
 Pamela Fox (07)  55412662 or go to http://www.abpa.org.au and follow the links. 
Jun 16 CARAVANNING QUEENSLAND BUSH POETRY COMPETITION - Entry fees are $2-$5,  
  and your travelling costs to Queensland! Visit http://www.ekka.com.au for entry forms. 
Jun 20 THE 2008 GOLD COAST (QLD) WRITERS' ASSOCIATION CHILDREN'S/YOUTH WRITING 
  COMPETITION, FOR AGES SEVEN TO 17, is now open. Entry free.  Theme: MAGIC -  
  entrants from throughout Australia are invited to create short stories or poetry for the competition.  1st; 
  2nd; 3rd prizes will be awarded in X3 age categories - all place-getters receive a Certificate of Merit.   
  Details and e/fm available at: www.goldcoastwriters.org.au  (An Adults' Writing Competition is planned 
  for later this year). 
June 23 PENGUIN CRIME WRITING COMPETITION - Acceptable crime stories include mysteries,  
  thrillers, suspense, spy fiction and adventure thrillers. The book can be set anywhere in the world  
  at any time. You will need to submit the following: your full contact details, the opening chapters  
  (up to 5000 wds), a full synopsis (1000 wds or less, and must include the ending), and back cover  
  copy (100 wds or less). Post your entry to Penguin Crime Writing Competition, Marketing   
  Department, PO Box 701, Hawthorn, VIC, 3122, or email to        
 crimewritingcompetition@au.penguingroup.com.au The winning entry will be published by    
 Penguin and the next three entries will receive a full publishing critique of their work. Go to    
 http://www.penguinmostwanted.com.au to check out the complete Conditions of Entry.  
June 25 INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE POETRY COMPETITION - Yes, you read correctly, poetry  
  and science do mix. Open to primary and high school children, submitted poems must relate to   
 science. Entry fee is $4.40 and a school must have a minimum collective entry fee of $22.00.   
 Email willdown@flexi.net.au or go to http://www.scienceeducationreview.com/poetcomp.html for   
 entry forms. 
June 27 BLAKE POETRY PRIZE - Organised jointly by the NSW Writers’  Centre and the Blake Society,  
  this is a substantial competition in both scope and prize money. The theme is ‘Bliss, blasphemy   
 and belief’  requiring a ‘ recognisably religious or spiritual theme.’  There is no word limit, the entry  
 should not have been published, under consideration elsewhere, or have won a prize.     
 Anonymously judged so include a separate sheet with your details. An entry form is required and   
 an entry fee of $15. Prize is $5000 and publication in Wet Ink. For further details, go to 

 http://www.blakeprize.com.au/about/blake-poetry 
June 30? ABC FICTION AWARD 2008-2009 - This award opened on the 1st April. Go to     
 http://www.abc.net.au/abcfictionaward/ 
June 30 DOGWOOD PLAYWRIGHTS INITIATIVE - Format this year is a radio play script, 20-30   
 mins length, max. 6 characters, dealing with an issue relevant to modern Australia. 1st prize $3000,   2nd 
prize $1500, 3rd prize $800, 4th prize $700. Even if you have never written a radio play, you    are 
encouraged to give it a go (their suggestion!). Entry is free (need any further incentive?). Go to  
 http://www.murilla.qld.gov.au/events/2007/dogwoodplaywrightsinitiative.shtml, or write to    
 Dogwood Playwrights Initiative, c/- Mirrabook, Miles, Qld, 4415. It’s free, and the website even   
 has suggestions on how to write a radio play. 
June 30 HUNTLEY SHORT STORY COMPETITION - This international non-profit contest is   
  organised by South African author Shaun Ebelthite and judged by a panel of English students at   
 Rhodes University. Your 600-1500 story can be emailed (with text in body of email) to    
 huntleyss@hotmail.com or posted to 13 Huntley St, Grahamstown, South Africa, 6139. The   
 entry fee of R10 (approximately £1 or $2) is donated to charity. Foreign currency payments can    be 
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organised. Go to http://www.freewebs.com/huntleycompetition/for details. 
June 30 IRIS MILUTINOVIC SHORT STORY COMPETITION - Organised by FAW (Tas), your   
 story should ‘depict a contemporary event with realism, style and good characterisation’ . Story   
 length should be between 1500-3000 wds, unpublished and not previously have won a     
 competition. Your entry is anonymously judged so use a separate cover sheet for all your details.   
 Entry is $5 and results will be announced 9th August. Send your entry to Iris Milutinovic Short   
 Story Competition, FWA Tasmania Inc., PO Box 234 North Hobart, Tas. 7002. Let’s support    
 our local competitions. 
June 30 MANLY AND PENINSULA REGIONAL HALF-YEARLY AWARDS - Short stories up to   
 3000 wds, poems up to 60 lines. Entry fee is $5. No entry form, use a cover sheet. Send entries    to 
FAW Manly & Peninsula Regional, PO Box 241, Manly, NSW, 1655. 
June 30 MARGARET REID POETRY COMPETITION FOR TRADITIONAL VERSE - Prize money  
  for 1st is $2000. Entry fee is $6 every 25 lines. For details go to        
 http://www.winningwriters.com/contests/margaret/ma_guidelines.php 
July 4  MAX AFFORD PLAYWRIGHTS AWARD - The aim of this competition is to encourage and  
  reward the creative efforts of 18-40 year old writers of an unperformed play of 1 hour duration. It  
 is a biennial competition, 1st prize being $7500 and a substantial allowance to travel to the    
 Australian National Playwrights’  Conference for the reading of the winning play. Download an   
 entry form at http://www.trust.com.au/Assets/Files/MaxAfford_2008Form_A4_Sep07.pdf. For   
 further information email mailto:trustawards@cauzgroup.com.au 
July 11 TOMMY TWO TONES – OPERATION NEXT GENERATION - Tommy Two Tones is a   
  friendly ambulance. Eric Lyttle writes Tommy’s story and now children 8 years or less (including  
  non-UK kids) can write a new adventure for Tommy. Visit http://www.tommytwotones.co.uk   
  for details. 
July 11 AUSTRALIAN BUSH POETRY CHAMPIONSHIPS WRITTEN COMPETITION - For   
  details contact Mary Hodgson 37 Mooloolah Rd, Mooloolah, Qld, 4553, or go to     
  http://www.abpa.org.au 
July 31 NINA CRONE AWARD FOR AUSTRALIAN GARDEN HISTORY WRITING - offers an award 
  of $1000.00 + cert. of recognition for an original article - 1000 - 1500 words - relating to Australian  
  garden history, with accompanying illustrations and/or images, if appropriate. A brief outline of the  
  proposed writing should be sent ASAP (50 - 100 wds) to: info@gardenhistorysociety.org.au or write to: 
  Australian Garden History Society, 100 Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne, Vic 3004 For further information 
  view:http://www.fobg.org.au/aa_nonhtmlfiles/42autumn08_fobg_newsletter.pdf 
Aug 1  THE CALIBRE PRIZE FOR AN OUTSTANDING ESSAY - Organised by The Australian   
  Book Review, submit an essay 3000-10 000 wds, on any non-fiction subject, for a 1st prize of   
  $10 000. Entry fee is $40.00. Visit http://home.vicnet.au/~abr/New Competition.htm for   
  entry form and details. 
Aug 1  RANDOLPH STOW YOUNG WRITERS AWARD - Organised by Geraldton Mid-West   
  Regional Group of ALIA & Geraldton Regional Library to ‘encourage young writers & to   
  promote awareness & use of library services’ . There are 5 sections, further divided into prose and  
  poetry sections. Years 4 – 5 Prose Max 500 wds, Poetry No Min lines. Years 6 – 7 Prose Max   500 
  wds, Poetry No Min lines. Years 8 – 9 Prose Max 2000 wds, Poetry No Min lines. Years 10   
  Prose Max 2000 wds, Poetry no Min lines. Years 11 – 12 Prose Max 2000, Poetry No Min lines.  
  Use official entry form – email library@geraldton.wa.gov.au 
Aug 6  TODHUNTER LITERARY AWARDS - 1st Prize is the William Todhunter Award, 2nd Prize the  
  Leslie Marchant Prize for Prose. Entry can be a short story, essay or play 3000-5000 wds. This   
  should be spoken words for the play, 1 act, with no more than 4 cast members. Entry fee is $20.   
  Must write to the topic. Email patchpost@brightonline.com.au or       
  mail@woodsidevalleyfoundation.com.au for further information (topic not yet posted). 
Aug 9  THE ROYAL QUEENSLAND SHOW also conducts a performance poetry section. There are  
  Open and Student categories, further divided into established and original poetry, the emphasis is  
  on humour. Visit http://www.ekka.com.au for entry forms. 
Aug 31 FAW HILARIE L INDSAY YOUNG WRITERS’ POETRY COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL  
  STUDENTS - There are four sections: 1 - Years 10, 11, & 12 Max 60 lines, prize $150. 2 - Years  
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  7, 8 &9 Max 40 lines, prize $150.  3 - Years 5 & 6 Max 40 lines, prize $100. 4 – Years 4 and   
  Under Max 20 lines, prize $50.  Entry is free. Go to         
  http://www.fawnsw.org.au/YW_entry_form_08.pdf to download entry form. For more    
  information, please contact Elaine Burton elaineb@value.com.au 
Sept 5  2008 NEW HOLLAND PUBLISHERS &  NSW WRITERS’ CENTRE GENRE FICTION   
  AWARD - Initially submit synopsis and first 3 chapters of your genre manuscript. Must be a   
  member (plenty of time and not expensive to join). 2 members will have their crime, sci-fi, thriller  
  –whatever genre you write in – published. Visit NSW Writers’  Centre website or call (02) 9555   
  9757 for more information about this great opportunity - http://www.nswwriterscentre.org.au 
Oct 31 OPENBOOK PRIZE FOR BEST FICTION, NON-FICTION BOOK, CHILDREN’S/YOUNG 

ADULT &  MARKETING PLAN - Organised by NSW Writers’  Centre, entry can be self-published or 
published by an Australian company. Best Fiction Book Prize $500, Best Non-Fiction Book Prize $500, 
The Messenger Marketing Award for the Most Innovative Marketing Plan for a Non-Fiction Book $500. Go 
to http://www.nswwriterscentre.org.au and download entry form. 

 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

STRONG WOMEN WANTED: 
 

Free one day workshop - Tuesday 15 July, 2008, 9.30 to 4.00 - bookings essential, RSVP 11 July - 
for those women who want to get started in small business, there's business planning, marketing, 
taxation and insurance, training opportunities and much more - for further information view: 
thom.lloyd@businessandemployment.biz or freecall: 1800 709 552 - venue: Business & 
Employment, 53 Canning Street, Launceston 
 
ONLINE ENCOUNTERS PTY LTD needs Getting Hitched Fiction – articles and short stories ‘about relationships’ . Short 
stories should be around 2000 wds. There are monthly themes and they will pay $45 for the electronic rights. Send article 
descriptions to mailto:editor@gettinghitched.com.au and visit the website  
http://www.gettinghitched.com.au for more information. 
INVISIBLE INK (Baineth Publications) wants short stories 2000-4000 wds written for a mainstream audience. Those accepted 
will be included in their next anthology. A readers’  vote will determine a winner of £1000. No entry fee. Submit online anytime, 
next anthology entries close 30th September. Go to 
http://www.invisibleink.org.uk/competition/html 
WRITERS ONLINE want to ‘encourage children to practice their creative writing skills’ . They can write their own pieces in 
response to an extract from a well-known writer. Submit at the website 
http://www.englishonline.co.uk/writers/ 
THE GLOBAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION is held every month (deadline is last day of the month). Submit (can be 
emailed) stories up to 2000 wds for £5. Winning stories win money and are posted on the website 
http://www.globalshortstories.net/ or email mailto:john.dean@certys.co.uk for further information. 
BBC ser ies Life On Mars For those of you who were fascinated and impressed with the show, you can now read the first script in 
the BBC Script Archives. Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/ and follow the links. 
TILT ‘ is a new topical sketch show that takes you behind the week’s news. And then mucks about with it a bit’ . It is recorded very 
Wednesday from the 26th March to 1st May, broadcasting the following night on BBC7. And they want your sketches — in 
particular one-liners in the shape of headlines and standalone topical sketches (I feel a Monty Python moment coming on). Write in 
radio script format and send no more than 3 a week to tilt@bbc.co.uk The deadline is Tuesday 3pm (BBC time!).  
MADE IN INK - GRAPHIC DESIGN &  SELF-PUBLISHING - TASMANIA specialises in self-publishing and 'one-on-one 
consultation throughout the entire publishing process', helping you to decide a publishing package to suit your needs. For further 
details contact Jo Grant: telephone: 1439 982 863: jo@madeinink.com.au or view: http://www.medeinink.com.au

 
Readers’  Digest addresses for submissions:

 
My Story - Submissions Dept. Readers’  Digest, 
GPO Box 5030, Sydney, NSW 2001 

mystery@readersdigest.com.au 
Kindness of Strangers - Submissions Dept. Readers’  Digest 
Kindness of Strangers, 
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SWWT encourages urban 
and rural writers to be a 
part of our statewide 
roster of postal 
magazines that circulate 
throughout the year. A 
critique with positive 
advice for improvements 
is given to your submitted 
work. 

Do you write verse? 
Short stories? Articles? 
Other? 
Tell us when you send 
in your membership 
application form with 
payment to:  
 
Treasurer, SWWT, Inc., 
79 Franklin Street, 
WESTBURY, Tas., 7303 
 
Membership: $20.00 
(under 16 years $15.00) 

GPO Box 5030, Sydney, NSW 2001 
kindness@readersdigest.com.au 
Anecdotes &  Jokes 
Submissions Dept. Readers’  Digest 
GPO Box 5030, Sydney, NSW 2001 
editor@readersdigest.com.au 
Smart Animals - Submissions Dept. Readers’  Digest 
Smart Animals, 
 
GPO Box 5030, Sydney, NSW 2001 
smartanimals@readersdigest.com.au 

Send Us Your  Punchline 
Online competition. Win a prize! 
The Lady – England’s oldest weekly magazine for women. 
Articles relating to culture, travel, gardening, art & antiques, 
beauty and regular interviews. Sometimes special issues 
focusing on cruising, pets, money, travel, and royal 
anniversaries.  
Contact editor@lady.co.uk to confirm whether they are 
accepting articles, poems and short stories. This magazine is 
available in newsagents – grab a copy and check out the 
house style.

 
TIP: want to check out the competitions? View the online edition of Stylus and click on the htmls… 

 
 
 
Marilyn Quirk has a new web site. Have a look: http://www.marilyn-quirk.com/ 
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The Society of Women Writers, Tasmania, Incorporated 
Incorporation No: IA 08090   ABN: 91 079 957 602 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
WANT TO GET TOGETHER? 

If you would like to meet up, please telephone one of the numbers given below 
to confirm the next meeting date. 

 

HOBART 
In Hobart you can meet on the first Tuesday of each month (Feb – Dec) 
More details? Contact Robyn Mathison – 6234 4418 (after 2.00 p.m only) 

 
LAUNCESTON 
On the first Monday of each month (Feb – Dec) we meet in the Women Tasmania room (building on the 
corner directly opposite the old post office) at 10 a.m. For more details contact 6395 4206 
   May Meeting: Sally Gregor talks about editing 
   June Meeting: Guest (not yet organised) to speak on marketing 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
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NAME:  

 

ADDRESS:                                       POSTCODE: 

 

EMAIL:                                                        TELEPHONE:      

 

I  AM INTERESTED IN (genre): 

Please forward a small sample of your writing (500 words or less) for allocation to a magazine when you submit your application. 

 

DATE:      SIGNATURE:  

For further information, contacts: or downloads view: http://www.swwt.org.au 


